
MODEL SAILING BOATS   NSS 
 

 
  In the category of  old riggings we find all ships whose principal power motion 
is coming from the sails and built before 1955, as well as new boat replicas whose hull are 
principally made out of  wood and steel. Replicas or reconstructions whose hull are built out 
of synthetic material are not considered as old riggings. 
 
 

1  Subdivision of the class regarding to the type of rigging 
 

- NSSA Fits principally with Marconi and Bermudian sails, as well as sailing yachts 
from the Bermudes, pleasure and competition boats.. 

- NSSB Gaff, tiercée, à livarde sails, excluding any square sails in the rigging. 
- NSSC Square sails, triangular principal sails (Arabic Mediterranean), boats with at 

least one square sail among the others, claw sail (?)(pince de crabe).Etc. 
- NSSD Warships or armed merchant ships, with any type of sails. 

 
 

2  Presentation and documentation of the boat’s building 
 
 
2.1.. All models must be in exact accordance with the scale regarding to the achievement of 
the hull shape (below and above water-line), scale-drawing of the deck and sails. 
2.2.. A participant to a competition must show the documentation of model’s original boat. 
That documentation must include main dimensions of the original boat of the model (for 
instance, Length Between Perpendiculars, Length Over All, Height From Waterline, Draft, 
Keel Length, Length of WaterLine, Beam, frames sketches and longitudinal cut. A 
construction plan of a model will be accepted as well as original’s documentation. A similar 
boat’s documents may be used as proof, but the similarity must be established. 
2.3.. The evaluation of the models is made with full rigging, maximum sail area will be rigged 
up, as well as the whole wardrobe. 
 
 

3  Admitted differences with the original model 
 
 
3.1.. The area of the rudder can be increased of 25% in respect with the Draft (can be 
increased in a lateral way but not vertically). 
3.2.. Sheets blocks may be not realized. Sheets may be directly fixed to the boom or to the 
sheet point with a hook or other fasteners (i.e. shackles). 
3.3.. The reception antenna may be tied up to the fixed rigging. 
3.4.. The inside fitting does not need to be realized. 
3.5.. Blocks for the tiller’s controls may be not realized and controls fixed directly on the 
tiller. 
 
 
 



4  During the sailing competition 
 
   
4.1.. All old rigging models of any scale and length sails with no additional keel, modified 
keel, bigger keel or modified rudder helping as a deeper keel. 
4.2.. A model of old rigging goes with sails adapted to wind conditions of each start, but not 
on behaviour of the presentation’s rigging (do not forget that fishing and work sailing boats 
have summer and winter smaller sails). 
4.3.. For the sailing evolutions the course must be a triangle olympic or any course allowing 
sailing at the three wind trims ; for example F2 course. 
However, in order to keep a possibility of original sailing, the organizer can imagine any kind 
of course difficulties by including new obstacles, taking in account the prevailing wind 
direction. 
4.4.. In any case, the course must integrate all the wind trims. 
One anemometer, one wind direction indicator, one wind trims board and one notice board for 
the course will be set up on the race spot.  
4.5.. No timing for the duration of the sailing ; but a scoring about the quality of navigation at 
the three wind trims, as well as a realistic navigation (i.e. excessive hilling or boat too upright 
considering the wind speed), and also on the tactical choices. 
4.6.. Only a maximum and largely calculated time is given in relation with the course 
proposed. That timing must not be exceeded. 
4.7.. During the competition on the water, no boats in fishing work configuration. 
4.8.. If there are not enough models in one or more sailing competitions, they may be grouped 
to sail together in the same round. 
 
 
 

5  Navigation security rules 
 
 
5.1.. Respect of the sailing security rules (starboard tack and right of way at a mark etc.). It is 
possible to enter the triangle at the condition of not bothering other boats. Lack of respect 
with these rules leads to loss of points. 
5.2.. To round a mark or an obstacle (for example the shore), the inside boat, when she enters 
a 5 meter distance to the mark or obstacle, has right of way on the outside boat. 
5.3.. A caught up boat has right of way on the catching boat. 
5.4.. A boat on starboard tack has right of way on a boat on portside tack 
5.5.. Contact between boats must absolutely be avoided (one point of penalty to the colluder 
regarding the realism of navigation if the collided have respected the rules) ; troubles 
occasioned to another boat or infringement to elementary security rules will lead to loss of 
points. 
5.6.. In case of recidivism or of obvious voluntary infringement to right of way rules, the 
judge can disqualify a competitor. There is no right of protest against the judge’s decision. 
 
 

6  General rules  
 
6.1.. Sails are the only mean of propulsion allowed for the models of that class (wind power), 
even if the original boats have from their initial construction or replicas updated to current 



security standards are equipped with an auxiliary mean of propulsion.. To judges : ensure 
neutralization of propulsion mean other than sail. In this mind, check before and after the 
round, that any secondary mean of propulsion is not in working condition by an other way 
than the power switch (i.e. unplugging of the motor(s),of the corresponding cable from the 
receiver, of the battery(ies) belonging to the secondary mean of propulsion, etc.) 
6.2.. Installation of mobile ballasts not in accordance with the original model is not accepted. 
6.3.. For the sail making of the models, similar fabric will be used as on the originals (i.e. 
cotton, flax).  
Cotton can be used in place of flax. But in any case synthetic fabric (i.e. polyamides and 
polyesters) cannot be used in place of cotton or flax. 
As far as possible, the thickness of the sails must conform to the scale. 
6.4.. Models must sail with appropriate sail area regarding to weather conditions. Winter or 
summer sails, with or without reefs, but the whole wardrobe must be shown during the static 
presentation in order to check its conformity. 
6.5.. wind power up to 3 included in the scale of Beaufort is considered as normal weather 
condition for a navigation start. 
6.6.. Each participant must have at least three different pair of quartz. 
The organizer fixes up attribution of quartz to each competitor for regattas. 
Infringement to attributed quartzes leads to disqualification of the guilty competitor. 
6.7.. Models from a construction box can also take part to the competition. However it is 
necessary for scoring the static evaluation, to complete the given construction plans with a 
complementary detailed documentation.. 
6.8.. If there are not enough models registered in each category, the referee can decide to mix 
together all or part of the categories in one. 
6.9.. Scoring : presentation score : 140 points, navigation score : 60 points, for a total of 200 
points. 
6.10.. In any case judges cannot require the boat to be in a “launching condition”, but a date 
of reference must be given.. 
6.11.. Navigation score, the best result is held after two rounds. 
 
 

7  Scoring system 
 
 
7.1.. Static presentation score consist of : 
 - Documentation sources : 
 Plans, bibliography, photos, personal research…    10 points 
 Presentation support of the documentation…    05 points 
 Research on the history and evolution of the type of model …  05 points 
 
 - Difficulty of the frames construction : 
 Architecture of the hull…       20 points 
 Deck fitting…         15 points 
 Looking and finishing as a whole…      15 points 
 
 - Difficulty of rigging achievement : 
 Building and assembling of the standing and running rigging…  15 points 
 Sail making…         20 points 



 Realism of blocks, knots, riggings pipes…     10 points
 Realism of masts and spars…      10 points
 Conformity of the rigging shown and of the work devices…  10 points 
 
 - Realism and respect of the material used: 
 Difficulties due to the scale…      10 points 
  
 - Presentation score       over 140 points 
 
7.2.. Sailing score consist of : 
 - Realism of the moving about : 
 Trims close to wind…       05 points 
 Trims side wind…        05 points 
 Trims down wind…        05 points 
 On tacking (Head wind or windward side for windward side)  05 points 
 Collide with another boat or violation of navigation rules…  05 points 
 Touched mark…        05 points 
 
 - Navigation difficulty: 
 Belonging to the type of boat…      10 points 
 Due to scale…        05 points 
 Due to the weather…        05 points 
 Tactical choices of the skipper (options taken for sailing)…  05 points 
 Choice of the sails rigged on the model, for sailing, following  

    anemometer indications…      05 points 
 
- Sailing score :       over 60 points 
 
- Total of presentation score + score of the best round sailed : over 200 points 
 
 

8  Course 
The average of presentation score given by judges is calculated in respect with model boats rules. 

 
 Finish  Wind   Start    Landing stage    Start    Wind    Finish 
                              Old Rigging Course 



 
A choice must be made between old riggings and working sailboats while 

guarding for relevant year before 1955 or for the recent retorts in hullwood and 
adapted in standards of current safety? 

 
In case of old riggings : we find J classes, monotypes, pleasure boats, any 

kind of work sailing boats, merchant ships, warships, (de haut bord?), as well as 
cruising sailing yachts i.e. “Kurun”. 

  
In case of work boats : we find only sailing fishing boats, trans ocean, 

coastal, lake and river carrier ships. 
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